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PROGRESS OF THE DRAMATIC 
ART IN AUSTRALIA. 


Four years ago Melbourne possessed the 
same accomodation for a purely theatrical 
audience as at the present time, but the 
demand for amusement of the kind was ex- 
ceedingly limited, while the quality of what 
was furnished was, as may be imagined, very 
inferior. There have always been scattered 
among the various colonies two or three 
actors of superior calibre, but even if it 
occasionally appeared that a speculation 
contemplating the consentration of this 
floating talent might possibly be successful, 
the risk was too great. The audience, was 
also of a very different class to our play- 
goers at the present day, and would be 
satisfied with much less in quantity and 
quality than will suffice now. Upon the 
discovery of the gold fields the towns of 
the colony were suddenly deserted by the 
whole of the active portion of the popula- 
tion; and public amusements, like every- 
thing else but gold digging and storekeeping 
on the gold-fields, languished. A reaction 
however, of a most extraordinary character 
soon took place, and theatrical speculation 
in this colony was as profitable as any other. 
This success, however, did not operate to 
produce entertainments of a higher class, 
for the audiences which assembled appeared 
to do so for the purpose rather of enjoying 
their own jokes than with the view of 
deriving instruction and amusements from 
the representations upon the stage. Nothing 
in fact, was easier than to satisfy those “in 
front?” and dramas of the cut throat school 
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were, of course, the great requisition, the 
actor’s study being confined to the plot of 
the piece, the dialogue, entirely left to his 
own discretion. The tidings of the wonder- 
ful gold discoveries having reached Europe 
and America, the rush, to this colony was 
at once so great that the demand for public 
amusements became much increased, large 
tents were fitted up for equestrian enter- 
tainments which began to obtain immense 
popularity. Some clever American actors, 
principally from California,arrived, Mr. 
and Mrs. Stark, American tragedians, Mr. 
Rowe, who establishedan American Circus, 
a weatherboard erection with a canvas roof, 
Rainer’s Ethiopian Serenaders, were most 
extensively patronized; and, in fact, during 
1852 and 1858 the efforts of caterers for 
the entertainment of the public were in 
every instance carried on to a prosperous 
result, Theatres and circuses began to 
spring up on the gold-field, and large and 
splendidly furnished hotels, fitted up in the 
American style, with spacious concert-rooms 
attached, were erected at an immense ex- 
pense; in Melbourne each successive es- 
tablishment of the kind being more sump- 
tuously provided than its predecessor. One 
of the most favourite entertainments of the 
day was by the family of Mr. S. Nelson, the 
well known composer of the popular songs. 
The Pilot and The Rose of Allandale. It 
consisted of a vocal concert of, principally, 
English music, followed by a smart vaude- 
ville, usuaily having local reference, 

These performances brdéught out two 
dramatic authors, Mr. W. M. Akhurst and 
Mr. F. Soutten. ‘ Quite Colonial,” by 
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the former gentleman who places in a very 
amusing light the various inconveniences 
to which the new chum is exposed:on land- 
ingin Victoria, the troubles that environ 
the lady of the house in making her 
domestic arrangements particularly. Mr. 
Soutten, in “The Russians in Melbourne,” 
makes the apprehension of a Muscovite in- 
vasion the means of propitiating the favor 
ofa hard hearted uncle for the lover of his 
niece. Both of these pieces acquired con- 
siderable popularity, which they still 
retain, 


These successes becoming known in 
England and elsewhere in the early part of 
1854, seemed to have induced an Australian 
mania among the members of the theatri- 
cal and musical professions; and during 
that year there was a continuous immigra- 
tion of the unknown “ eminents” of the 
British and American stage. 


The Queen’s Theatre, Melbourne, (man- 
agers, Messrs. Chas. Young and J. P. 
Hydes), and the Theatre Royal, Geelong, 
(Mr. Coppen, manager) were still two 
principal establishments for the representa- 
tion of the drama ; and the limited capaci- 
cities of these buildings for the accomodation 
ofan audience would not warrant such an 
increased draft upon the treasuries, by any 
attempt to combine the talents of the 
numerous of the arrivals, and more especi- 
ally as the terms appeared to increase in 
proportion to the ignorance which prevailed 
with the public in respect to the previous 
career of these mysterious notabilities. It 
is true that the features and histrionic 
triumphs of the individuals were depicted 
and set forth m elaborately got-up litho- 
graphs; carefully extracted and arranged. 
We were therefore subjected to a course 
of stars, who, like some other luminarie, 
from which they derive their appellations 
were often difficult to be distinguished as 
such. About the middlsofthe year a large 
amphitheatre,t was completed, (Mr. G. 
Lewis, lessee.) The amphitheatre, (propri- 
etor, T. Mooney) is of spacious dimensions, 
and capable of holding between two and 
three thousand persons. For some time 
subsequent to the opening of the amphi- 
theatre, Mr, Lewis found it extremely 
difficult to cotlect a company of sufficient 
talent ; but the arrival of the well-known 
London clown, Tom Barry, and several 
performers from England, enabled him to 


organise a very efficient staff, and the 
establishment has prospered ever since. 
Barry seceded from the company in about a 
month after he joined it, and attached him- 
self to the theatre ; but his loss had hardly 
been felt when the arrival of a full 
equestrian and gymnastic company engaged 
previously in Europe, most opportunely on 
Christmas eve, operated most beneficially 
upon his treasury, The new company has 
been extremely successful, and the amphi- 
theatre nightly crowded, notwithstanding 
the general depression which at present 
prevails, 


Great improvements have taken place at 
the Queen’s Theatre during the last year, 
and notwithstanding this place of amuse- 
ment being most disadvantageously situated 
with respect to locality, a class of enter- 
tainments has been and is still produced 
which would dc honor to many establish- 
ments in London. The company is a very 
efficient one, although the leading artistes 
are colonial. The Jessees, Messrs. Young 
and Hydes, are both excellent actors in 
“low” and “light comedy. Mrs. Young 
is a versatile and clever actress, who, not- 
withstanding the competition of the numer- 
ous arrivals during the last year, has 
succeeded in establishing a high place in 
public opinion. The London play-goers 
will soon have an opportunity of testing 
the merits of all three, as they intend 
shortly to pay a visit to the British 
metropolis. The British public have lately 
had an opportunity of judging of the 
abilities of Mr. Coppen, who has reappeared 
in Melbourne since his return from England 
with signal success, and he has also 
achieved a triumph during a short stay 
in Sidney. The engagement of Miss 
Catherine Hayes proved a great card to the 
Queen’s Theatre, by attracting audiences of 
the highest respectability. Upon the de- 
parture of Miss Hayes, who had obtained 
the flattering sobriquet of the “ Swan of 
Erin” the popularity of the theatre was 
still maintained; and Miss Laura Keene 
and Mr. Edwin Booth, the son of the 
famous contemporary of Edmund Kean, 
appeared for five nights, the attendance on 





every occasion being very numerous, Miss 
Keene at once became a favourite, but prior 
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engagements in America to these colonies 
necessitated a very short stay. 

The lessees, in addition to engaging for 
short periods nearly all of the professional 
talent that arrived have during the last 
six months lent their aid to the develope- 
ment of local dramatic ability by the 
production of three original pieces. The 
first of these, a burletta with a metrical 
induction, entitled “The Battle of Mel- 
bourne,” was written by Messrs. W. M. 
Akhurst and Soutten, already referred to 
as the authors of the vaudevilles played by 
the Nelson family. The piece was founded 
upon an incident of local occurrence, and 
was prodigiously successful. The “Golden 
City,” a five act comedy, by Mr. S. Moss 
a large hotelkeeper of this city, was sub- 
sequently produced with but partial success, 
as notwithstanding that the author evinced 
in his composition a full command of the 
rescources of the English language, the 

lot was very deficient in interest. The 

ast production by a local author was 
“ Rolla of Ours,” a burlesque of “ Pizarro,” 
from the pen of Mr. W. M. Akhurst, 

“which has acquired immense popularity. 
The burlesque, which is in rhyme through- 
out, is a close parody of Kotzebue’s fustian 
play, and abounds with allusion to passing 
events. 

Tosupply the wants of the community in 
matters dramatic, a most extensive theatre 
is in course of erection by Mr. Black, it 
will be situated in the centre of the city, 
and of equal dimensions to the Lyceum 
Theatre in London. The building, as 
announced will be finished in about three 
months (manager Mr. Charles Poole), 
formely manager of the Southampton Thea- 
tre, who, with Mrs Poole, an actress of 
considerable provincial reputation, has 
lately arrived from England. 

In music we have also made rapid strides 
ahead. We have several excellent orche- 
stras, that at the theatre, under the 
direction of Mr. B Thom, being especially 
noticeable. The concerts at the Concert 
Hall of the new theatre are crowded every 
evening: the principal vocalists are Miss 
Octavia Hamilton, Mrs. Hancock, and M. 
Coulon, a brother of the well-known 





Parisian basso. Miss Swannell, the daugh- 
ter of a colonist, has also lately made a 
most successful debut. There are two 
military bands stationed in Melbourne, and 
the town swarms with concert-rooms of 
every class. The Philharmonic Society 
contains the germs of an excellent musical 
organization ; and its conduct is in most 
efficient hands. Almost every large vessel 
brings with it a band of musicians who 
are principally Germans. Our streets are 
enlivened all day with instrumental 
music, 





METROPOLITAN THEATRES. 


HayMarRKET. —The new piece called 
the Haymarket Spring Meeting has 
proved quite successful. The curtain rises 
on a view of the interior of Guildhall, in 
which the City of London (Miss ©. 
White is domiciled. The Lord Mayor's 
Fool, (Mr. Buckstone), shows to her 
through an aperture in the scene, the 9th 
of November. Westminster. (Miss H. 
Gordon), calls on her Eastern friend, and 
a@ conversation ensues, which chiefly turns 
on the inexhaustible subject of City im- 
provements. After a little bickering the 
two cities become excellent friends, and 
Westminster asking to see the theatres is a 
little beyond the strict London boundary, 
and introduced to the Standard, the City 
of London, the Britannia, and the Grecian 
Saloon, each of which has an allegorical 
represeatative. Westminster, in return 
for this intellectual treat, takes London to 
the “Upsand Downs,” to witness a race 
for public favour. Infront ofa very beau- 
tiful scene a number of jockeys appear, 
each leading some celebrity of the day, 
political or dramatic; thus we have Se- 
bastopol, Balaklava, Louis XI., Janet 
Pride, Mont Blanc, &c,, who with their 
jockeys, join in a dance, and at last start 
for the race. How the contest is decided 
does not appear, for the decoration sud- 
denly changes to a glittering “ last scene,” 
in which some femmes voluntes are in- 
troduced, and an address is spoken by Mr, 
Buckstone. In the art of decorating the 
stage, Mr. Buckstone shows himself ‘as 
much a proficient as ever. Tho dresses 
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are all clear and bright, the scenery is 
well painted. 


Avetrnt.—A new piece founded on 
the fairy tale of Mother Goose, by Mr. 
Mark Lemon, has found its way to this 
house this Easter. The plot ofthe English 
piece devolopes itself as follows :—First 
we have the storyof Mother Goose and the, 
Golden Egg, in which Mr. J. Bland ap- 

ars as the avaricious father; Miss 

. Keeley as the daughter, Marion ; 
Mr. P, Bedford as Lord Bugle, the wealthy 
suitor; and Miss Woolgar as Colin, the 
lover scouted by the father, but preferred 
by the young lady. Mother Goose, who 
soon doffs her witch like attire, and shines 
forth with all that youthful lustre which is 
proper to Miss Wyndham, avenges the 
slaughter of the goose, by reducing the 
father to poverty, but allows him “ three 
wishes,” Thus we are taken from the tale 
of “ Mother Goose” to that of the black 
puddings of Marion, who is the youngest 
of three daughters (the other two are 
played by Misses Laidlaw and Cuthburt), 
sets off with a red cloak and a basket of 


the piece concludes. The piece is exceed- 
ingly well put upon the stage, and though 
spectacle is not usually a field for histrionic 
display, the actors are, on the whole, 
efficiently employed. 


Stranp.—The Easter piece at this 
little theatre is a burlesque, written by 
Mr. Halford and Mr. Collins, on the sub- 
ject of King Lear and entitled King 
Queer and His Daughters Three, 
Miss Rebecca Isaacs as Cordelia, which js 
in fact, a double part, executes some Very 
effective songs with great spirit, conclud- 
ing with Donizetti’s charming air, “A 
consolarmi;” and Miss Somers, as Edgar, 
likewise distinguishes herself by ber vocal 
abilities. Burlesque combats seem now to 
be the order of the day, and the fight be- 
tween Edgar and Edmund (capitally 
acted by Mr. Kinloch) is one of the main 
features of the piece. The mise en scene 
of this new burlesque does great credit to 
the taste and judgment of Miss Rebecca 
Isaacs, under whose superintendence the 
New Strand assumes a clean bright ap-, 
pearance, and we have no doubt will prove 


rovisions, and thus we have the story of attractive. 


ittle Red Riding-hood, the Wolfencoun- 
tered in the forest being Mr. P. Bedford. 
Colin, who has just returned from sea, 
defends Marion from the clutches of the 
monster, and thus arises a capital burlesque 
combat between Miss Woolgar and Mr. 
Bedford. When the Wolf is encaged, the 
whole aspect of affairs changes. Mr. J. 
Bland is the Baron Pompolino; Miss 
Keeley is Cinderella, persecuted by her 
sisters; Miss Woolgar is the charming 


SapLeR’s WE.Ls.—The speculation 
of the Lyceum company at this house has 
been quite favourable and we are glad to 
find the playgoers at this end of the me- 
tropolis can appreciate the merit of some 
of the best actors on the boards of this 
greatcity, Some of the best Lyceum 
pieces have been selected and played by 
Messrs. Roxby, F’. Matthews, F’. Williams, 
Robinson, and Mrs. F. Matthews ina man- 
ner most praiseworthy. Unquestionably 


prince; and Mr. P Bedford is the Prince's | this is the best summer entertainment that 
father. All the incidents of the story of| has yet been given at Sadler’s Wells, and 


Cinderella are gone through, and in the 
ball-scene are introduced some lively 
dances, by the corps de ballet, and an 
excellent pas de deur, by Madlles. Benoni 
and Maraquita, costumed after the fashion 
of Louis XV. The punishment of Cinde- 
rella, foroutstsipping the hour of twelve, 
is a sleep fora hundred years, in which 
all the rest of the dramatis persone 
— Thus comes in tie tale of the 
leeping Beauty, with whose awakening 


we hope that the talents of F. Matthews 
and Co., will meet with a due amount of 
patronage. 


CaBiIneT.—An amateur performance of 
some note came off at this theatre on 
Wednesday last; the pieces being of a de- 
scription that requires considerable talent 
to make them go off creditably ; there were 
four; the first. a one-act comedy Faint 
Heart Never Won Fair Lady, Henry 
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the Eighth, The Rover's Bride, and 
Number One Round the Corner, for 
once in the way the performance began at 
the time stated and we did not see the 
first piece. The play was in every respect 
well got up and the dresses really of the 
first quality ; who was the costumier we 
have yet to learn, however they were 
splendid. Mr. B. W. Alger as Henry the 
Eighth had a good idea of the eccentrici- 
ties of the noble monarch and looked the 
character well. Mr. T. Wilby as Buck- 


ingham showed marks of industry and ta- |. 


lent, his elocution for the most part heing 
correctly delivered and his action unre- 
strained, which produced for him well me- 
rited applause. Mr. E. Wellsas the Car- 
dinal was a cool calculating haughty Min- 
ister, and in many respects played with a 
dignity few amateurs can attain ; his final 
exit was well managed and put us in mind 
of Phelps; he also was very much ap- 
plauded. Mr. C. Edwards as Cromwell 
is well deserving of mention for his care- 
ful study and correct delivery. Messrs. 
Davies, Morran, Felix and Harris who 
took the minor characters, succeeded very 
well; and Mrs. Turner ag Katherine 
looked and acted the part far better than 
many of her sex at the minor houses; she 
only requires more power and appears to 
have plenty of soul; she was honoured 
with a call with the other principles at 
the conclusion, Being very unwell we 
did not stay to see the other pieces, but 
we understand they were played very cre- 
ditably. 


GORRESPONDENCE, 


A, Z.--Yes, Mr. Alfred Shaw did play at 
Drury Lane in the Opera of Cinderella in the 
year 1843, 

G. Seymour.--It was in 1843, when Mr. 
Eaton was lost in coming from America; in 
the same year a benefit was given for his family 
at the Haymarket Theatre which amounted 
to £289. 

An AcToR.--Who is the Manager of the 
Bradford Theatre? Mosley; Mr. Skerrett was 
formerly. 

A PLAYGoER.--The present Drury Lane 
Theatre was Built and opened in 1819. 

An Islington Playgoer.--It was in the year 
1847, Miss Laura Addison first made her 
appearance at Sadler’s Wells. 











Cabinet.--The Monday Performance in our 
next. 

S. Martin.--We inserted the Advertisement 
last week and sent him a copy to Marlboro’ 
Street. The price will be 1s. 6d, for each 
Insertion. 

Victor.--Having mislaid the letter it shall 
appear in our next. 








PERFORMANCES OF THE WEEK. 





DRURY LANE. 
Italian Opera, La Sonnambula, and a 
Grand Ballet Divertissement. 


HAYMARKET, 

The Secret Agent. Spanish Dancers and 
a new extravaganza entitled the New Hay- 
market Spring Meeting. *° 


ADELPHI. 
Mysterious Stranger, and a new fairy 
spectacle called Mother Goose. 


SADLER’S WELLS. 
The Batchelor of Arts, the Ringdoves, 
and Number One Round the Corner. 


MARYLEBONE. 
The Relapse, the ballet of Le Diable a 
Quartre. 
STANDARD. 
Duchess of Malfi, Angels and Lucifers 
and the Deserted Mill. 


STRAND. 
Cricket on the Hearth, and King Queer 
and His Danghters Three. 


ASTLEY’S, 

The Field against the Favourite, Scenes 
in the Circle, and Returned from the Bal- 
tic. . 

GRECIAN. 

Genevieve the Lost Wife, Electra the 
Lost Star gnd All that Giltters is not 
Gold. 

BRITANNTA, 
Diana’s Chase, Robinson Crusoe and 
the Real Admiral. 
ST. MARTIN’S HALL. . 
Miss P. Horton’s Illustrative Gatherings. 
TUSSAUD’S EXHIBITION, 
Open from 10 till dusk and from 7 to 10 


Royat Potytecunic INSTITUTION, 
Moving Dioramas, Ccsmoramas, Sam 
Slick at Home, etc. 
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CASINO DE VENICE. 
Mr. W. M. Packer's Splendid Band, 
performs nightly. A New Reading Room 
is opened for the visitors. 


CREMORNE 
Gardens open every evening. 





Terms for Advertisements. 
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Che Theatrical Journal. 
Wednesday, April 18th, 1855. 
MARRIAGE OF MISS ELLEN TUR- 
NER OF THE OLYMPIC THEATRE 
Edmund Kean was at first an actor in 
a booth, but he left it for the more ex- 
alted and permanent establishment, the 
Theatre. Miss Ellen Turner has reversed 
the immortal Edmund's gradation and has 
quitted the theatre for a booth, not the 
one of canvas and hordings, but a Booth 
of the genus homo, a gentleman with 
that patronymic made the beauteous Ellen 
Turner bis wife, on Tuesday the 10th of 
April; she has in consequence seceded 
from the profession to play the heroine in 
the domestic drama of Matrimony, the 
quondam Miss Ellen Turner was a bright 
ornament of the Stagic art and she relin- 
quishes it at a time when the paucity of 
histrionic ability is such that a vacuity oc- 
curs inher peculiar line. Her merry 
laugh and singular beauty will be much 
missed by the frequenters of the Olympic, 
while the profession itself loges one whose 
rare modesty and distinguished virtues 

gave additional dignity to their calling. 





To the Editor of the Theatrical Journal. 


Sir.—I have taken the liberty of send- 
ing a critique of a performance which took 
place on the 12th inst. at a private party, 
at which I was present and great credit is 
due to all parties. The performance com- 
menced with the admirable comedy of 


Mr. C. Montague sustained Benedict ina 
very able manner and comedy is certainly 
his forte, and with perseverance and study 
no doubt he will excel in such parts. Mr, 
Harvey played Claudio in a very gentle- 
manly manner, but Mr. Warde who took 
Pedro wants more practice. Miss Fitz- 
gobbon played Beatrice very cleverly and 
Miss Payne was all that could be wished 
for as Hero. Delicate Ground followed 
Mr. C. Montague enacting the part of Ci- 
tizen Sangfroid in a very efficient manner ; 
this gentleman always studies his part 
well and the manner in which he enacted 
Sangfroid entitles him to a good position 
among the different amateurs that have 
lately essayed in that character. Mr. 
Carbett made an efficient Alphonse ; they 
were admirably supported by Miss Murray 
as Pauline who was dressed splendidly. 
The scenery was very good and the dresses 
excelient; indeed the performance went 
off with great eclat. 

Your’s obedt. 

J. SoMsRVILLE. 





MISS CARLOTTA LECLERCQ. 
To the Editor of the Theatrica{ Journal, 

Sir.—Miss Leclercq is one of many co- 
mediennes, who combines those two quali- 
ties so very necessary toan actress, I allude 
to “ personal appearance and sterling act- 
ing.” I have had plenty of opportunities 
of judging of her acting, having seen her 
in most of her best pieces including Faust 
and Marguerite, the Rivals, and lastly in 
The Maleteer of Toledo in all of which 
pieces especially in the first and last it 
cannot be denied that her acting was all 
that could be desired. Miss Leclereq’s 
first decided hit was in the character of 
Marguerite, which she impersonated to a 
nicety, and though so much has been said 
against Faust and Marguerite, stiil it has 
had a very successful run of nearly 100 
nights, and I consider it mainly, if not al- 
together, owing to Miss Leclercq’s imper- 
sonation of Marguerite. I was present a 


few nights ago at the third impersonation 
of the Muleteer of Toledo and to my mind 
she looks prettier and acts better than in 





Much Ado About Nothing in which 


Faust and Marguerite. Her dancing is 
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faaltless and must make Perea Nena look 
to her laurels, and her pretty little song 
in the second act does not fail to bring 
down the houre. Ifany of your readers 
are in want of a good evening's entertain- 
ment, take my .advice and go and see the 
Muleteer of Toledo, and if it fails to send 
them home delighted, I will only add ne- 
ver take my word again. 
Iam, yours truly, 
AMICUS. 





CReMORSE.— The late spring is yet 
opposed to amusements in the open air, 
but, nevertheless these gardens attracted 
thousands on Easter Monday. One of the 
main features of the performances was to 
have an allegory of the goddess Flora, 
distributing her favours from the car of 
a balloon, but the boisterous wind which 
prevailed in the evening, forbade a balloon 
ascent. The visitors bore their disappoint- 
ment with good humour. ‘The other en- 
tertainments went off with eclat. There 
were gymnastics, tight-rope dancing, ne- 
gro delineation, and a capital ballet for the 
Cushnies. ‘The band under Mr. Hay- 
ward maintained its reputation, and a dis- 
play of fireworks was liberal. 


OUR POET’S CORNER. 
TO CORA. 
If in that breast so good so pure, 
Compassion ever lived to dwell, 
Pity the sorrows I endure, 
The cause—I must not—dare not tell. 


The Grief that on my quiet preys, 

That rends my heart and checks my tongue, 
I fear will last me all my days, 

But feel it will not last me Jong. 


PROVINCIALS, 


ExeTER.-- The Battle of the Alma has been 
the only attraction at the theatre during the 
week.--Wombwell’s Menagerie is being ex- 
hibited in the town. --Father Gavazzi has been 
“starring ” here with tolerable success. 

DuButn. -On Monday evening, Miss Helen 
Faucit made her appearance in the play of 
Romeo and Juliet, in the presence of an exceed- 
ingly numerous audience. It is some time 
since she has performed here, and she was, 
therefore, welcomed with enthusiasm. J. C. 


King was the Romeo, and Mr. Webster Mer- 
cutio, 








EDINBURGH. --On Friday evening, Mrs. Sey- 
mour made her last appearance at the Theatre 
Royal, in Zhe King’s Rival, in which Mr. 
Toole also appeared; the representation was 
for her benefit. 

MANCHESTER.--Mr, Charles Mathews com- 
pleted a six night’s engagement at the Theatre 
Royal, on Saturday last; the house having filled 
in every part during his short stay. Mr. 
Ranger commenced an engagement on Monday 
the 16th, when was produced for the first time 
in any theatre, his new piece entitled Zhe 
American in England. 

Royal Circus Fountain Street.--This being 
the last week of the Drury Lane company 
several benefits are pace a | amongst which 
we may mention those of Henry Brown, the 
clown, who is a favourite. Mr. Smith the 
Lessee (of Drury Lane), and Mr, Eaton Stone, 
under whose able management the season has 
been made one of so much novelty and attrac- 
tion. We heartily wish him a bumper 
house. 

Longsight.--Mr. Ford’s musical entertain- 
ment on Thursday last was well attended by 
a highly respectable audience. The first part 
of the programme was composed of glees, 
chorusses and madrigals by an efficient choir, 
conducted by Mr. Phillips and songs by Mr. 
James Eaton. The second part was composed 
entirely of sacred music from Handel, Haydn, 
etc. The concert on the whole gave great 
satisfaction, and concluded at an early hour. 


OUR LITTLE CHATTER BOX, 

PoLYTECHINIC.—A new and very well 
executed diorama, representing American 
scenery, and illustrated by the facetious 
lecturing of Mr. Paul, has been added to the 
amusements of this attractive place of resort, 
which has been crowded during the holidays. 
The rush that the visiters make from one side 
of the hall to the other, in order to witness the 
beautiful experiment of the illuminated cascade 
may be compared to the excited movements 
that used to take place when the bell rang for 
the fireworks at Vauxhall. 

MARIONETTE THEATRE,—Since the first 
opening of the diorama ofthe ‘‘ Russian War,” 
the addition has been made of a pictorial man, 
illustrative of the caropaign in the Crimea, and 
a brass band has been engaged. 

A most agreeable and instructive evening 
may be 2 at the Literary Institution, John 
Street, Fitzroy Square. Mr. Henry Tyrrell is 
giving a course of Lectures on the Life and 
Writings of Thomas Hood, onthe works of 
Shakspear, and theLegends of Ingoldsby. He 
is an admirable Elocutionist and is of great 
service to the Theatrical Amature. 

Measure, Not Men.—A young man was 
frequently cautioned by his to vote for measure, 
not men, He promised to do so, and soon after 
received a bonus to vote for a-Mr, Peck. His 
f.ther, astonished at his voting for a man whom he 
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deemed objectionable, inauired his reasons for 
voting so. Surely, father, said the youth, you 
told met» vote for measures. and if Peck is nota 
measure, I don’t know what is, 


In the year 1762, Lieutenant Campbell, of the 
Middlesex militia, was condemned to die fur forgery 
On the eve of his hanging, he sent invitation cards 
to many of brother officers, couched in the follow- 
ing language :—* Lieutenant Campbell’s compli- 
ments to ———; he requests the pleasure of his 
company to-morrow morning to take a cup of ehoco- 
late,andto do hi. the honor to accompany him to 
Tyburn, to be present at his execution, 

A lawyer, the other day, went into one of our 
barber’s shops to procure a wig. In taking the 
dimensions of the lawyer’s head, the boy exclaimed. 
Why how long your head is, sir. Yes, replied our 
worthy friend, we lawyers must have long heads. 
The boy proceeded in his vocation, but at length 
exclaimed, “ Lord,sir, your head is as thick as it 
is long !” Blackstone mizzled. 


Somebody asked Baron Rothschild to take some 
venison. No, said the Baron, I never catch venison, 
I don’t think it is so goot as mutton.’ ‘Oh.’ 
aid the baron’s friend, I wonder at you saying 80, 
if mutton is better than venison, why does venison 
cost so much, I will tell you vy, in dish world the 
peoples always prefer vat ish dear to vat ish 
sheep.” 

“—-A Nop as Goop as a Wink, &c.—While 
the trials were proceeding at the assizes, on Friday, 
one of the jurymen enjoyed a refreshing sleep the 
whole afternoon. He partly aroused himself to 
hear the Judge’s charge in the last case, and 
turned towards the bench, in which direction he 
subsequently nodded. Mr. Justice Erle, who is 
short-sighted, evidently mistaking these nods for 
an acknowledgment, and appreciation of the various 
points in the charge, addressed himself particularly 
to the snoring juryman, dou! tless believing him to 
be the most intelligent and observant of the 
twelve. 

Wear your learning like your watch, ina private 
pocket, and don’t pull it out to show you have one, 
but if you are asked what o'clock itis; tell 
it. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


ASINO DE VENISE, 218, HIGH HOLBORN. 
Open every evening.—This splendid, spacious, 

and well-ventilated Sallede Danse, unquestionably 
the largest, most elegant, and beautiful Ball Room 
in London, has been together with its Galleries, Ci- 
gar Divan, Balconies, Wine & Refreshment Rooms), 
newly decorated in a Costly and Magnificent man- 
ner, producing an ensemble of beauty and artistic 
excelJence unparalleled ! the whole of which is re- 
flected by countless mirrors, covering the walls, 
-&e. and lighted by crystal chandeliers of a novel 
and elegant design.—In the Reading Room recently 
added) will be found all the Day and Evening Pa- 
rs, Periodicals, etc. Mr. W. M. Packer’s Famed 
nd Performs nightly selections from the most 
popular Operas, Overtures, and an endless variety 
of new Dance Music, including the following 
Quadrilles, Bride of Lammermoor, Sons of the 
Ocean, the Swiss, the English, and the Ninevah! 
"Waltzes, the Stars of the West, the Ophelia, the 





Balaklava, Chant D’Amour and Georgette. Polkas, 
The Napier, Katy-did, Sledge, Freischutz, and the 
Scots Wha Hae.—Schottisches, The Lamplighter, 
and The Sulina.— Redowas, ‘The Mariane, and 
The Bianca.—Galops, the Baltic, the Baluc Fleet, 
and the Sebastopol.—Doors Open at half-past 
Eight and Close at Twelve o’clock; Admission One 
Shilling. 





ADIES THEATRICAL COSTUME WARE- 
HOUSE.—6, Princes’ Street, Drury Lane. 
Established 1840. Satin, Silk and Velvet Trains, 


‘Ball, Fancy and Private Dresses, Mantles. &c. New 


and Second hand ean always be obtained of Mrs, 
Harrison, 6, Princes’ Street, Drury Lane, satin 
hoots, shoes, silk stockings, lace, feathers, orna- 
ments, &c. kept in’ stock, Ladies Theatrical 
dresses made to order, correct to the costume of 
the period, executed with punctuality at the lowest 
price. Theatrical and fancy Ball dreases lent, 
Wardrobes purchased to any amount. 





WO OR THREE GENTLEMEN who have 
had practice may become members of an 
Amateur Dramatic Society, with more than ordi- 
nary advantages. Frequent practice et a licensed 
theatre. A performance very shortly. Entrance 
Fee 2s. 6d. Weekly Subscription Is. Apply by 
Letter to Mr. Martin, 26, Great Marlbro’ Street, 
Golden Square. The Rules may be seen. 





EWINGTON HALL, Francis Street, near the 
Church.—To be Let.—This beautifully fitted 
up Hall, for the night, week, or month, on rea- 
sonable Terms. It is well calculated for amateur 
performances, having a complete stage, with sce- 
nery and other appointments, Lectures, &c., capa- 
ble of holding 400 persons. Enquire on the 
premises between 1! and 4 o’clock. 





MADAME TUSSAUD AND SON’S EX. 
HIBITION. NEW ADDITIONS.—The Empefor 
and Empress of Austra, Marshal St. Arnaud, 
Lord Ragland, Omar Pasha, the Sultan of 
Turkey, the Emperor of Russia, The Queen of 
Spain, Espartero, the Duke of Victo y, The 
Napoleon Golden Chamber completed ; various 
relics added. &c. Open from eleven in the morning 
till ten at night—Madame Tussaud and Son’s Ex- 
hibition, Bazaar, Baker-street.—Admission, Is.; 
Napoleon rooms, 6d. extra. 








SUBSCRIPTIONS. 
Three Months.................One Shilling. 
Six Months....... ... Fwo Shillings. 
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